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Dear students and parents,


Welcome back!  I hope everyone had a relaxing and productive summer break.  I’m excited to have the opportunity to learn and grow with you during this promising new semester.  The following syllabus is intended to provide a general inventory of what will be covered during this course and what my expectations are.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at studtp@union.k12.mo.us.


I look forward to the opportunity to meet and talk with parents and students during Parent/Teacher Conferences.  However, if there are concerns before then, please feel free to contact me. Additionally, if you’d ever like to know what we’re up to, feel free to view the course and read the blog posts on my website: studtsclass.weebly.com.

 I want to make certain that everyone is aware of what will be expected in my class.  Please take some time to read over the syllabus and sign the slip below so that it can be returned to me.  Students will receive 15 points for returning this slip on or before August 26, 2016.  Thank you for your support.

Sincerely, 

Mrs. P. Studt
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By signing below I acknowledge that I have read the syllabus and understand the class expectations.  A copy of the syllabus can be located, at any time, on my website: studtsclass.weebly.com.  

As a partner in education, I agree to contribute to an organized and productive learning atmosphere and do my part in ensuring that a quality education and learning experience is provided for every individual.  


Teacher



Student

           



Parent/Guardian

P. Studt
2016-2017
Environmental English 

Syllabus

Overview

Eco-literacy is an interactive English class that combines Language Arts learning objectives and technical composition skills with eco-based literature and assessment.  The course analyzes various texts and their influence and/or relation to the reader and the natural world.  Students will engage in various authentic learning opportunities that prepare the student for essential 21st century skills.  Discussions will focus on the individual (self-awareness), the environment (awareness, preservation, consumption, conservation, advocacy, etc.) and the coexistence of the two.

Grading

· Each assignment will be accompanied with a score guide that outlines the objectives being assessed.  
· Each objective will be assessed utilizing the following grading scale:


5-    Exceeds expectations



4-    Meets expectations



3-    Progressing towards meeting expectations



2-    Attempted but does not meet expectations

1- Does not meet expectations

0- No evidence/not evident

· Points will be added up to achieve overall, total score.

· Overall, total score depends on objectives being assessed.

Grading Formula

· Course Final:  Legacy Project  15%

· Assessments  35%

· Assignment/Activities/Discussion  50%

Reading & Writing Workshop:  I conduct my class as a reading and/or writing workshop.  This means that the literature covered throughout the course will be analyzed and discussed in class and every student is expected to participate.  Students must be committed to their learning experience and be responsible for completing any reading or writing assignments that are not completed during class time.  Writing assignments will also be addressed and edited in this same manner. Ample time is allowed to work on writing assignments in class; however, again, each student must take responsibility to complete his or her assignments if class time isn’t sufficient. I believe learning is an active practice.  It is important to get involved and be surrounded with opinions, ideas, constructive criticism and support.  This does not mean everything is group work.  Students are encouraged and expected to develop independently, however this process will be fostered within an active, supportive learning atmosphere. 

Assignment/Activities

Each unit will be accompanied by an activity and/or assignment of varying degrees.  Assignment and activities may require the use of various medias.  Instructions on how to use the various medias will be included in tutorial or presentation form.  If you require additional support, make arrangements with me.

Assignments and/or activities that require a certain format or approach (ie. Constructive responses, persuasive writing, etc) will be accompanied with instructional resources and explanations as well.  Again, if you require additional help, just let me know.

Environmental Legacy Project

In addition to the class reading and writing assignments, each student will be expected to participate in an environmentally based service experience.  The Legacy Project is a service experience that is developed and executed by the student(s) whose foundation of the project should focus on the preservation, beautification, enhancement, re-establishment, avocation or conservation of an environmental factor.  This project includes research, correspondence, service learning and community involvement.  Deadlines for project components will be structure to ensure successful completion.  A day a week is reserved for this ongoing assignment, but NOT GUARENTEED!  Students are responsible for making sure the specified project components are completed by the end of each semester. IT IS THE COURSE FINAL!

Materials:  It is pertinent that students come to class prepared.  There are no textbooks for this class; reading material will be provided or accessed online.  Students are responsible for keeping track of provided material as multiple copies WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE (how much sense would an environmentally based class be if it consumed more resources then it actually learned about?). In addition to these school supplied materials, each student will need a 3-5 subject notebook, writing utensils, and a positive attitude.

Expectations:  The rules and regulations as addressed in the student handbook will be strictly upheld in my classroom.  Because I conduct my class in a workshop manner, it is essential for students to be prepared and respectful.  I will not tolerate immaturity, ignorance or laziness.  Please come to class prepared to conduct yourself as an adult.  

Turning in Assignments:  I post due dates on the board, as well as a week-long schedule.  You are responsible for completing your work and turning assignments in ON TIME.  The school has adopted the following late work policy for this course level:

· Late work will be worth 50% credit for any assignments turned in after the due date but before the end of the quarter.

Absences: All assignments and homework for this class are accessible on my webpage: studtsclass.weebly.com.  Absences DO NOT excuse you from ANY assignment in this class.  You receive one day for each day absent to make-up work.  If you are absent the day an assignment is due, it is due when you return to class.  If you miss a test, you will have a week from the day of your absence to make it up before it is recorded as a zero. The school has adopted a test retake policy that allows any student to retake a test as needed to improve an unsatisfactory grade.   Students wishing to make-up or re-do a test must make arrangements with me.  

Additional Vital Information
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