P. Studt

Eco Literacy

The Legacy Project

The Proposal

Overview

Proposals are used to share the intentions of a proposed project and/or solicit support for those efforts.  The success of any proposal hinges on the proposer’s ability to convey the need for action in a way that makes the audience compelled to help.  This is most effectively done by a combination of narrative explanation and researched support.

Outline

Overview

· Paragraph 1: What will you be doing?

· Paragraph 2:  Research that supports your plan and/or the need for your plan

Process/Procedure

· Paragraph 1:  How will you do it?

· Paragraph 2:  Research that supports/explains process

Intentions/Outcome

· Paragraph 1:  Expected outcomes

· Paragraph 2:  Research that supports outcomes and/or supports the need for these outcomes

Timeline

· How long will it take- summary of time expectations

Material

· Materials and resources necessary

Conclusion

· Paragraph 1:  Research that solidifies the importance of your project/plan

· Paragraph 2:  Restate you plan and intentions

· Paragraph 3:  Include any request for support 

· Be specific about what you need/what you are asking for

· Give the information necessary to give/get support

*  The amount of paragraphs will vary on where you decide to place research.  It is not necessary to include research under each proposal topic; however, the more research incorporated into your proposal, the more effective your proposal will be.
Proposal Example
Overview
I will be thru hiking the Appalachian Trail for the opportunity to create an educational tool that uses the outdoors as the foundational component to build a curriculum that fosters creative thinking, environmental advocacy and 21st Century skills.

Outdoor education is the organized learning of fundamentally important 21st Century skills in an outdoor environment.  It teaches both core and non core academics through hands-on, authentic learning practices and fosters critical thinking and citizenship.  “Today, outdoor education is usually based on a “constructivist” approach to learning. This means it focuses on the learner and his or her ability to piece together complex conceptual puzzles.” Professionals in the field of recreational learning profess, “A good outdoor education program will not permit students to sit back and be passive in their learning. Environmental and nature education dynamically combine learning of the underlying science and principles of a subject with significant student-directed assessments and real world applications” (Hungerford). 
Process
I intend to transform this journey into a unique educational experience.  Through the platform of an online class, with the collaboration of several teachers, I will facilitate a course virtually as I hike 2, 180 miles from Georgia to Maine.  Students will be exposed to assorted reading resources, questions, topics and prompts that provoke discussion and collaboration; students will demonstrate understanding through various activities and assignments.  This experience can be connected to both core and non core curriculum, and will promote environmental awareness and advocacy.
Intentions
Students will learn to work both independently—self pacing, actively reading, formulating discussion—and collaboratively—group discussions, cooperative groups—to analyze resources, critically think to address  discussion topics and demonstrate knowledge through various media.
New York Times journalist Thomas Friedman, author of The World is Flat, has written that “the school, the state, the country that empowers, nurtures, [and] enables imagination among its students is going to be the winner in the rapidly-evolving global economy of the twenty-first century.”  Educational research supports the simple idea that the larger the number of environmental variables we expose children to, the more inventiveness and creativity we will observe (Lieberman).  I believe it is what separates effective schools from highly effective schools.

Timeline
I have requested a 5 month leave-of-absence from school and intend to utilize the 3 months of summer break to provide ample time to complete the hike.  The average hiker, starting in spring, completes the trail in 5-6 months.  Because we’re starting in the winter, therefore anticipating a slow start, we are allotting substantial time to account for inclement weather.  We will be departing on December 28, 2014 and anticipate returning in June of 2015.
Materials

· A curriculum structure

· An online platform for instruction

· Some willing students

· Data communication (internet, wifi, etc)

· District support

Conclusion

Jon Barrett and Roger Greenaway, co-authors of Why Adventure? The Role and Value of Outdoor Adventure in Young People’s Personal and Social Development supports that “Many young people demonstrate a concern for environmental issues which deserves to be addressed through youth work, including outdoor adventure.”  Adventure education fosters this perception, transferring, not only core content curriculum delivered in diverse ways through multiple contents, but additionally, creative, critical thinking and valuable 21st Century Skills (Barrett).

Combining the efforts of TREC and the Eco Literacy curriculum, in collaboration with myself and other cooperating teachers, a student-created interactive education tool will be created and shared with our students, members of the community and surrounding districts.  It will truly be a one-of-a-kind educational experience.  To get a better idea of what can be created, utilizing educational resources, and the sheer power and creativity of the student mind, check out the TREC (Teaching Recreational Education and Coexistence) website and/or studtsclass.weebly.com under the Eco Literacy tab.

Approving this opportunity will not only have a lasting impression on me but will influence generations of students to be advocates for the environment and be active citizens in society.  The skills and experience gained from this opportunity will impact not only the individual, but the community that surrounds us, creating a healthy, happy, sustainable legacy that we will reap the benefits of for years to come.

Thank you,

P. Studt
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